“

I learnt all the words and broke
them up
To make a single word: Homeland
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The Palestinian story is one of a
people dispossessed of their
homeland by the state of Israel.
For many Irish people the Middle
East is the location of the Holy
Land and the seemingly
irreconcilable ‘Israeli/ Palestinian
conflict’. But there are political
solutions and the Irish government,
people and civil society
organisations can play an active
part in ending this injustice.

Mahmoud Darwish (Palestinian poet)

”

Such is the injustice against the Palestinian people that in 1948
78% of their homeland was seized and then in 1967 the
remaining 22% was occupied. On both occasions hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were forced into exile and others into
refugee camps in other Middle Eastern countries and Palestine
itself. The Palestinian question is one of the great wrongs of our
time - the Israeli state is in breach of over 30 UN Security Council
resolutions that demand action by it and it alone. Sadaka
supports the rights of the Palestinian people to life, peace,
prosperity and the right of self-determination, as outlined in UN
General Assembly Resolution 3236.

Land and maps are the key to understanding the Palestinian story, so
too is colonial involvement in the Middle East and political Zionism.
With the defeat of the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire, the Sykes-Picot
Agreement (1916) divided the Middle East between Britain and
France despite a British promise of Arab independence in return for
the Arab revolt against Ottoman rule.

600,000 Palestinian Arabs who resided in historic Palestine. In
1922 the Balfour Declaration (1917) was incorporated into the
British Mandate (1922) which gave official recognition to the
Zionist Organisation as the agency which would establish the
“Jewish national home”. The United Nations (UN) partitioned
Palestine in 1947 granting 56% of the area to a Jewish state, even
though they only comprised 1/3 of the population and owned less
than 6% of the land (see Map 2).

Item No.1 of the Basle Declaration (1897) agreed at the first Zionist
Congress declared the primary objective of Zionisn to be the
“colonisation of Palestine by Jewish agricultural and industrial
workers”. Then in 1917 Arthur James Balfour (British Foreign
Secretary) wrote to Lord Rothchild (Zionist Federation in Great Britain)
stating that the British Government viewed “with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people”.
This agreement was arrived at without any consultation with the

In 1948, the year the state of Israel was established, around
750,000 Palestinians were forcefully driven from their homes, over
500 villages depopulated/demolished and 78% of Palestinian lands
occupied by Israelis. This tragedy is now described by Palestinians
as the Nakba (‘catastrophe’) (see Map 2). In 1967 Israel occupied
Gaza, the West Bank and East Jerusalem which meant that the
remaining 22% of Palestine was seized by the Israeli state and
further suffering inflicted (see Map 3).
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“

Israel has deprived millions of
Palestinians of their liberty and
property. It has perpetuated a system
of gross racial discrimination and
inequality. It has systematically
incarcerated and tortured thousands
of Palestinians, contrary to the rules of
international law. It has, in particular,
waged a war against a civilian
population, in particular children.

Nelson Mandela (2001)
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According to David Ben-Gurion (the First Prime Minister of Israel) “We
came here and stole their land” and in the words of Moshe Dayan
(Israeli Chief of Staff and Minister) “We are the generation of colonizers,
and without the steel helmet and the gun barrel we cannot plant a tree
or build a house”. The unspeakable brutality of Nazism directed against
the Jewish people must never be forgotten. Neither should the fact that
Palestinians became “the victims of victims ’ (Edward W. Said) and bore
no responsibility for the Holocaust. Indeed many Jewish people around
the world oppose Israeli oppression of the Palestinian people and a
minority within Israel actively campaign for Palestinian rights in
organisations such as B’Tselem, Gush Shalom, Refuseniks and others.
When Israeli spokespersons’ use the charge of anti-semitism against its
critics it is, in most cases, a cynical exercise to deflect attention away
from Israeli injustices against the Palestinian people.
In 1969 the Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir declared that “There were
no such thing as Palestinians”, echoing an earlier Zionist myth that
Palestine was “A land without people for a people without land”. Both
statements validate Israel’s undeclared policy of ethnic cleansing.
These Zionist myths were advanced to deny the existence of Palestinian
people and their culture i.e. art, crafts, coins, currency, household keys,
literature, official land deeds and documentation, photographic prints,
poetry, music and postal stamps. Indeed, the British Mandate map
delineates a Palestine land mass bordered by the Mediterranean, the
Jordan River, Lebanon and Egypt.
To date Palestinians have entered into a number of peace initiatives and
under the Olso Agreement (1993) the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO) recognised the “right of the state of Israel to exist in peace and
security” and accepted the 1967 borders (See Map 3). But despite this
agreement the Israel state has continued its settlement policy in the
West Bank and in East Jerusalem. Since its withdrawal from Gaza in
2005 Israel has maintained a stranglehold on its 1.5 million
inhabitants, a strip of land half the size of Co. Louth where 70% of the
population live on less than $1 a day. Daily the Palestinian people are
denied basic democratic rights that are taken for granted in Ireland and
elsewhere. The words ‘peace process’ are devalued as Israel continues
its siege of Gaza and illegal expansionism in East Jerusalem and the
West Bank. According to the Israeli Committee Against House Demolition
(ICAHD), 24,145 houses have been demolished in the West Bank, East
Jerusalem and Gaza since 1967.

Refugee Camp Mural
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Become a supporter of the work of Sadaka
Sadaka’s contact details:

Fitzwilliam Hall, Fitzwilliam Place,
Dublin 2, Ireland
Tel:
+353-1-6694707
Email: info@sadaka.ie
web: www.sadaka.ie

Bank Account Details::

Permanent TSB, Henry Street, Dublin 1.
NSC 990619 A/C 16595221

As the daily harassment and persecution of Palestinians continues
Israel receives more aid per head from the USA than any other
country and the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC),
one of the most powerful lobby groups in the world, refuses to
publicly criticise Israel’s injustices against the Palestinian people.
While at times more critical of Israel, the European Union (EU)
continues to grant Israel favourable trading conditions under the
Euro-Med Agreement (1995), an Agreement that Sadaka believes
ought to be suspended.
Palestinian resistance to Zionism and Israel has always existed and
in 1959 El Fatah (the Palestinian National Liberation Movement)
was established. Other political parties and organisations followed
and in 1964 the PLO was established as an umbrella organisation.
Following the Oslo Agreement (1993) the Palestinian Authority (PA),
with Fatah as the dominant organisation, governed parts of Gaza
and the West Bank, all within the very restrictive limitations of
Israeli occupation. Hamas, established in 1987, built its power
base in Gaza. While Fatah is the main political organisation in the
West Bank and Hamas in Gaza, other parties, movements and
individuals also play an important role in Palestinian political life.
These organisations represent Palestinians in the areas mentioned
above as well as the 1.35 million Palestinians living within Israel
and the 5 million Palestinian diaspora. Resistance to the Israeli
occupation takes many forms including two Intifadas (popular
risings) in 1987-1993, 2000-2004, respectively. Since 1967
800,000 Palestinians have been ‘detained’ and there are currently
between 9,000 and 10,000 in Israeli jails including 300 children.

Jerusalem

From Settlers to Settlements

Jerusalem has many sides to it - cultural, historical, political and
religious. Within a small area it contains sites sacred to
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. It is also a deeply divided city.
After 1948 it came under Israeli (West Jerusalem) and Jordanian
(East Jerusalem) administration. Then following 1967 Israel took
full control of the city and annexed East Jerusalem, rejecting any
attempts to declare it an international city. Israel has also refused
to implement 6 UN Security Council Resolutions demanding that it
reverse the annexation of East Jerusalem. To date no state has
located their embassies in the city. According to the EU Heads of
Mission Report on East Jerusalem (2009) Israel is "actively
pursuing the illegal annexation" of East Jerusalem.

Colonial settlements have been a feature of Zionism since the end
of the 19th century and continue up until today with the
construction by the Israeli state of many new buildings in East
Jerusalem and the West Bank. By continuing to facilitate the
movement of Jewish settlers into the West Bank and East
Jerusalem Israel is in breach of the 4th Geneva Convention. It has
refused to implement UN Security Council resolutions demanding
that settlement building cease and that existing settlements be
removed. Settlements are effectively ‘colonies’ or communities built
on Palestinian land and are fully serviced and militarily protected
by the Israeli state. They are not unofficial outposts, they are like
small towns which form an essential part of the overall strategy of
the Israeli state. According to B’Tselem (an Israeli Human Rights
organisation) “Israel established 121 settlements” between “1967
to the end of 2007”.

The Wall
A barrier or wall is currently being built around the West Bank
effectively imprisoning Palestinians who live within its confines.
Palestinians experience it as a constant violation. In human terms
it divides communities and families, separating them from
colleges, schools and workplaces. Started in 2002 and expected to
be completed in 2010 it will stretch 725 kilometres, much of it on
the Palestinian side of the Green Line. Parts of it are almost 8
meters high, twice the height of the Berlin Wall. It is estimated
that when the wall is complete 90,000 Palestinians will have lost
land. While presented in terms of ‘security’ by the Israelis it is
effectively a ‘land grab’ and according to the English author John
Berger (2005) its purpose is “to prevent the creation of a
Palestinian state”. In 2004 the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
ruled that the ‘wall’ was in violation of international law and that
its construction be stopped. Weekly protests against the wall take
place at the villages of Bil’in and Ni’lin and locals are joined by
international visitors and anti-wall campaigners from Israel.
According to Mohammed Khatib (Bil’in’s Popular Committee
Against the Wall) “we refuse to be strangled by the wall in
silence”. In a famous Palestinian short story by Ghassan Kanafani
‘Men in the Sun’, Palestinian workers suffocate inside a tanker
truck. Upon discovering them, the driver screams, “Why didn’t you
bang on the sides of the tank?” In Bil’in we are banging, we are
screaming…Please stand with us.

In 2010 there are around 500,000 settlers living in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem. While they travel on modern motorways,
Palestinians are confined to poor roadways and a chequered
system of checkpoints. While water to the settlements flows freely,
it is severely rationed to Palestinian households. According to
Amnesty International Israel now controls 82% of West Bank water
resources. Also as part of the illegal occupation, 5 million trees
[including 300,000 olive trees] have been uprooted since 2000.
In 1950, the Israeli Parliament passed the Law of Return, which
stated “Every Jew has the right to come to this country as an oleh” (a
Jewish person immigrating to Israel). But the ‘right of return’ is
denied to around 5 million Palestinians people living outside their own
country in total disregard of UN General Assembly Resolution 194.

“

My visit to the Holy Land
reminded me so much of what
happened to us in South Africa. If
apartheid ended, so can the
occupation, but the moral force and
international pressure will have to be
just as determined

”

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Sadaka - The Ireland Palestine Alliance was formed in November
2009 by a group of people who have been active in Palestinian
solidarity work for many years.

The guiding principles of Sadaka are to
• Maintain an independent position on internal politics and
divisions within Palestine;
• Have a neutral position on the political outcome for the people of
the region and favour a peaceful negotiated settlement based on
principles of democracy and justice;
• Be non-party political and non denominational;
• Only adopt policy and political positions consistent with the
organisation’s mission statement;
• Be broadly based and strive to be inclusive of all sections of Irish
society;
• Have a well functioning, united national leadership;
• Use accumulated international law, including the 4th Geneva
Convention, UN resolutions and other international treaties and
judgements such as the ICJ ruling on the Wall to provide a
rationale for its political positions.

Organisational Aims
1. To educate and raise the consciousness of the Irish people to the
historical and contemporary aspects of the Israeli Occupation of
Palestine and the denial of rights to the Palestinian people;
2. To influence Irish Government and European policy in support of
the national, democratic and human rights of the Palestinian
people (in collaboration with other European solidarity
organisations);
3. To challenge and defeat Israeli propaganda through the
development of a high profile media presence;
4. To build a strong body of support for the cause of Palestine
throughout all sections of Irish society by working with
educational institutions, trade unions, churches and other civil
society organisations (based in Ireland);
5. To promote and gain mainstream support throughout all sections
of Irish society for the Palestinian led BDS campaign.

Sakada will build allies and support by engaging
in constructive evidence based dialogue

