Ireland's call to support UN membership for Palestine

Over 20 years ago, the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) declared a Palestinian state
based on the 1967 borders. This major compromise by the Palestinians to accept a state based
on 22 percent of their historic homeland, leaving 78 percent to the state of Israel, has never
been reciprocated by Israel.

Israel continues to occupy the West Bank, which includes East Jerusalem and which it has illegally
annexed. It maintains a siege on Gaza, which has destroyed its economy and created a major
humanitarian disaster. And, contrary to Article 49 (6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention, it continues to
expand its settlements on Palestinian land to now contain some 500,000 settlers. This undermines the
basis of a viable Palestinian state.
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Arab youth in the surrounding states are demanding and achieving their democratic rights, with the
support of democratic opinion around the world. The Palestinian population, 60 percent of whom are
under 25, are demanding their democratic rights not to live under Israeli military occupation.

The Palestinian leadership wants a negotiated two-state solution. But Israel refuses to negotiate. In his
speech to the US Congress on May 24, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu set pre-conditions that would
make a viable Palestinian state impossible, saying NO to a return to the 1967 borders, NO to military
withdrawal from the Jordan River (so a future Palestinian state would be completely encircled by Israeli
armed forces), NO to a Palestinian capital in East Jerusalem, and NO to even a symbolic return of
some refugees.

There has rarely been a more straightforward statement by an Israeli leader that Israel is determined to
retain control of the territory it acquired by force in 1967. For Israel to do so would violate the long
established principle of international law that the acquisition of territory by military conquest is
inadmissible, as the UN Security Council has stated on many occasions in relation to Palestine.

In these circumstances, it is imperative that the international community reaffirm its commitment to a
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and re-emphasise that Israel cannot acquire territory by military
conquest. The admission to UN membership of a Palestinian state on the 1967 borders would send a
powerful signal of the will of the international community on these issues.

We the undersigned call upon the Irish Government to support this proposal and encourage a positive
position by other EU Member States both in the UN Security Council and in the UN General Assembly.

At this crucial moment we believe
that Ireland must

Support UN membership for Palestine;

Encourage other EU states to support UN

membership for Palestine;

Vote for UN membership for Palestine in the

General Assembly;

Vote for observer rights for Palestine at the

UN as amemoenr stateo in the Gener al
Assembly, if UN membership for Palestine

is vetoed in the Security Council.
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Des Bonass (Sec., Dub. 3102 Branch, UNITE); Valerie Braganza Morton (GP, Thurles, Co. Tipp.); The Breatnach Family (6);
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John Kelly; Kila; Richard Kimball (Managing Director, Mount of Olive Imports); Helen Lahert (Public Service Manager); Dr
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(writer, Sligo Heritage); Finian McGrath TD (Independent); Dr Des McGuinness (Dublin City University); Dr Philomena
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