
Over 20 years ago, the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) declared a Palestinian state 
based on the 1967 borders. This major compromise by the Palestinians to accept a state based 
on 22 percent of their historic homeland, leaving 78 percent to the state of Israel, has never 
been reciprocated by Israel.  
  

Israel continues to occupy the West Bank, which includes East Jerusalem and which it has illegally    
annexed. It maintains a siege on Gaza, which has destroyed its economy and created a major          
humanitarian disaster. And, contrary to Article 49 (6) of the Fourth Geneva Convention, it continues to 
expand its settlements on Palestinian land to now contain some 500,000 settlers. This undermines the 
basis of a viable Palestinian state.  
 

As the T§naiste told D§il £ireann on July 13, ñthe continuing Israeli military occupation of the             
Palestinian territories is at the heart of the unresolved Arab-Israeli conflict. é It is the continuing        
occupation, and the creation and growth of illegal settlements on the occupied lands, which are now the 
major obstacles to peaceò.  
 

Arab youth in the surrounding states are demanding and achieving their democratic rights, with the    
support of democratic opinion around the world. The Palestinian population, 60 percent of whom are 
under 25, are demanding their democratic rights not to live under Israeli military occupation.  
 

The Palestinian leadership wants a negotiated two-state solution. But Israel refuses to negotiate. In his 
speech to the US Congress on May 24, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu set pre-conditions that would 
make a viable Palestinian state impossible, saying NO to a return to the 1967 borders, NO to military 
withdrawal from the Jordan River (so a future Palestinian state would be completely encircled by Israeli 
armed forces), NO to a Palestinian capital in East Jerusalem, and NO to even a symbolic return of 
some refugees.  
 

There has rarely been a more straightforward statement by an Israeli leader that Israel is determined to 
retain control of the territory it acquired by force in 1967. For Israel to do so would violate the long      
established principle of international law that the acquisition of territory by military conquest is                
inadmissible, as the UN Security Council has stated on many occasions in relation to Palestine.  
 

In these circumstances, it is imperative that the international community reaffirm its commitment to a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and re-emphasise that Israel cannot acquire territory by military 
conquest. The admission to UN membership of a Palestinian state on the 1967 borders would send a 
powerful signal of the will of the international community on these issues.  
 

We the undersigned call upon the Irish Government to support this proposal and encourage a positive 
position by other EU Member States both in the UN Security Council and in the UN General Assembly.  

 

At this crucial moment we believe  
that Ireland must  

 

¶ Support UN membership for Palestine;  

¶ Encourage other EU states to support UN 

 membership for Palestine;  

¶ Vote for UN membership for Palestine in the 

 General Assembly;  

¶ Vote for observer rights for Palestine at the 

 UN as a ñnon-member stateò in the General             
 Assembly, if UN membership for Palestine 
 is vetoed in the Security Council.  
 

We, the undersigned, believe that Ireland must 
support the Palestinian call.  

 
 

Abed Abdeljwad; Gerry Adams TD (Sinn Féin); AFRI (Peace, Justice and Human Rights organisation); Dr Alaa Almanassra; 

David Alvey (Teacher); Chris Andrews; Bernard Annot & Jenny O'Connor (BA International Relations); Iain Atack (College 

Lecturer); Senator Ivana Bacik (Labour Party); David Begg (Gen. Sec., on behalf of ICTU); Pat Bolger  (Impact Trade Union); 

Des Bonass (Sec., Dub. 3102 Branch, UNITE); Valerie Braganza Morton (GP, Thurles, Co. Tipp.); The Breatnach Family (6); 

Peter Brooke; Emma Byrne-MacNamee (Early Years Specialist); Frances Byrne & Family; Noreen Byrne (Sadaka & former 

Chair, NWCI - National Womenôs Council of Ireland); Brian Campfield (General Secretary, NIPSA); Stella Carroll 

(Administrator, Journalist, Sligo); Dr Francesco Cavatorta (Dublin City University); Nessa Childers MEP (Labour Party); Mary 

Clinton; Shay Cody (Gen. Sec., on behalf of IMPACT Trade Union); The Connolly Family; Joe Costello TD (Labour Party); 

Eamonn Crawley (Company Director); Marie Crawley (Co-Chair Sadaka); Elaine Daly (Newbridge); John and Margaretta 

Darcy (Members of Aosdána); Bairbre De Brún MEP (Sinn Féin); Proinsias De Rossa MEP (Labour Party); Seamus Deane 

(Writer); Derry Trades Council; Pearse Doherty TD (Sinn Féin); Carmel Duggan (Sociologist, Dublin); Eamon Dyas               

(ex-Archivist, The Times newspaper, London); Adel Farrag (Lecturer, ITT, Tallaght); Joe Fenwick (Gaza Focusing Project    

Support Group, Galway); Fianna Fáil Group of Senators (Seanad Éireann); Filippo Fortunato Pilato (TerraSantaLibera.org);  

Jim Fitzsimons (shop worker, Dublin); Luke 'Ming' Flanagan TD (Independent); Nile Foods (Tallaght, Dublin); Seán and Mary 

Gannon (Carrickmacross); Des Geraghty (former Gen. Pres., SIPTU); Martin Gibson; Dr Paula Gilligan (IADT); Prof. Robbie 

Gilligan and Mary Quinn; Claire Hackett & Geraldine Telford (Community Workers); Denis J Halliday (former UN Asst.         

Sec.-General/ activist on Rachel Corrie Flotilla 2010); Dr Fiona Hardy (Primary Health Care Consultant, Co Donegal); Marian 

Harkin MEP (Independent); Tom Harper (Marketing Consultant); Gemma Hensey; Jim Higgins MEP (Fine Gael); Professor 

John Kelly; Kila; Richard Kimball (Managing Director, Mount of Olive Imports); Helen Lahert (Public Service Manager); Dr   

Fintan Lane; Jack Lane (Aubane Historical Society); Mick Lanigan (Chair, Irish Medical Aid to Palestine); Kevin Liston (retd. 

Solicitor, Monkstown, Dublin); Ken Loach (Sixteen Films); Alan Lonergan (Sadaka); Tom Lonergan (Dublin City University); 

Colm MacGabhann (Armagh); Pádraig Mac Lochlainn TD (Sinn Féin); Dr Tomas & Elizabeth McBride; Dr Ian McCabe (Clinical 

Psychologist); Stephen McCloskey (Director, Centre for Global Education); Mary Lou McDonald TD (Sinn Féin); Joe McGowan 

(writer, Sligo Heritage); Finian McGrath TD (Independent); Dr Des McGuinness (Dublin City University); Dr Philomena 

McKenna; Tony McMullan (Trade Unionist, Belfast); Nuala McNulty, Eimear OôConnor & Kate Mawn; Mair®ad Maguire (Nobel 

Peace Laureate); Ciarán & Bryony May (Fermanagh); Armin Mewes (Civil Engineer); Hilary Minch (Co-Chair Sadaka); Michael 

Minch, (Retired CEO, Co. Clare); Christy Moore; Catherine Murphy TD (Independent); Conor Murphy MP MLA (Sinn Féin); 

John Martin (Irish Political Review); Hess Moontasir & Family; Justin Moran, Sorcha Ní Bhéara and Treasa Quinn (Inchicore, 

Dublin); Dr David Morrison (Sadaka); Marion Morrison (Belfast); Stephen Mulcahy; Dr Patrick Muldowney (Sec., Irish Labour 

Party, Northern Ireland); Ray Murphy (Law Professor); Eithne Murtagh (Dublin); Dr Elaine Murtagh (Lecturer, MIC, Limerick); 

Dr Bassam Naser (GP Howth); Gerald Nash TD (Labour Party); Joan Nolan (PA, Newbridge, Co. Kildare); Dr John O'Brennan 

(Dept. of Sociology,  NUI Maynooth); Diarmuid O Brien (Deputy Principal, Ballyfermot College of Further Education); Mags 

O'Brien (SIPTU & Chair, Trade Union Friends of Palestine); Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin TD (Sinn Féin); Senator Trevor Ó          

Clochartaigh (Sinn Féin); Dr Eithne O'Connell (Senior Lecturer, Dublin City University); Dr Barbara O'Connor; Paul O'Connor 

(IT Consultant, Dublin); Philip O'Connor (Sadaka, Trade Union Friends of Palestine); Denis O'Kane (Dublin); Art O'Malley 

(Brussels); Desmond OôMalley (former Minister); Orla O'Neill & Kieran Behan (Kilcullen); Aodh§n č R²ord§in TD (Labour 

Party); Ms Gerry OôSullivan (OôSullivan Solutions, Castlegregory, Co. Kerry); Maureen O'Sullivan TD (Independent); Tim 

O'Sullivan; Barbara O'Toole (Dublin 3); Dr Gerry Orchard (Psychologist); David M F Orr; Anne Paxton (Film maker); Abraham 

Phelan (Dublin); Ann Phelan TD (Labour Party); Phil Prendergast MEP (Labour Party); Prof. Paschal Preston (Dublin City    

University); Selina Quinn; Michael Robinson (trade unionist, Belfast); Services, Industrial and Professional Trade Union 

(SIPTU, Liberty Hall, Dublin); Adnan Shabab (Sadaka); David Shanks (Journalist); Pat Sheehan MLA (Sinn Féin); Sinn Féin 

Oireachtas Staff; Squires Family (Newbridge, Co. Kildare); Martin Stapleton (Businessman); Emmet Stagg TD (Labour Party 

Whip); Andy Storey (Lecturer); Deirdre Sullivan (for IMPACT BVA Branch); Don Teegan (Property Developer, Company     

Director & Publican, Co. Cork); Trade Union Friends of Palestine (TUFP); Seán Tyrrell (Burren, Co. Clare); UNITE Trade    

Union; UNITE Trade Union, Belfast Branch; UNITE Trade Union, 3/5 Branch; UNITE Trade Union, Waterford Branch; Mick 

Wallace TD (Independent); Tracy Walsh (Teacher); Ward Family (Dublin 6W); Waterford Trades Council; Chris and Cathy 

Winch.  
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