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19 April 2010

Dear

The OECD is shortly to take a decision on granting membership to Israel.  We in Sadaka believe that Ireland should oppose Israel’s accession to the OECD at this time.

Article 16 of the OECD Convention states that accession “decisions shall be unanimous”, therefore each member of the OECD, including Ireland, is in a position to prevent it.  

Israel’s accession to the OECD is set to go ahead even though it is in breach of the rules that the OECD applies for the presentation of national statistics.  Its statistics cover, not just the territory west of the Green Line that is internationally recognised as belonging to Israel, but also the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem and the Jewish settlements in the West Bank.  The OECD Committee on Statistics has acknowledged the breach, but is nevertheless recommending that Israel be admitted to membership.

If Israel is admitted while it presents national statistics that cover territory which it seized by force in 1967, then the existing OECD members will be giving the seal of approval to Israel’s continuing illegal occupation and colonisation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Syrian Golan Heights – in which case they will have no further grounds to complain about Israel building Jewish settlements in East Jerusalem, because they will have accepted Israel’s claim that all of Jerusalem is as much a part of Israel as Tel Aviv.
More fundamentally, the OECD’s “roadmap” for Israel’s accession lays down “fundamental values, which candidate countries are expected to share”.  These include “a commitment to pluralist democracy based on the rule of law and the respect of human rights”.
The idea that Israel is a democracy, pluralist or otherwise, is not sustainable.  It has ruled over millions of Palestinians in the Occupied Territories since 1967, without according them any democratic rights – only Jewish settlers in the Occupied Territories can vote in Knesset elections.  That demonstrates a 40-year record of contempt for democracy rather than a commitment to it and is akin to the voting system that operated in apartheid South Africa.
We urge you to oppose the admission of Israel to the OECD, and to urge the Government to oppose it in the councils of the OECD.

Yours sincerely

Marie Crawley

Chair
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