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31.05.10

Statement by Sadaka: for immediate release

Killings of humanitarian activists in international waters must result in diplomatic sanctions

“Israel has again proven that it believes it can act above international law. Nothing will change this except the actions of the international community. The Irish Government and the EU must impose diplomatic and economic sanctions on Israel. The world must ‘shout stop.  The time has long past for words of condemnation – we need swift, decisive and unambiguous action from the Irish Government.  This is a shocking act of aggression on civilians simply attempting to bring humanitarian relief to the people of Gaza.” commented Marie Crawley, Chair of Sadaka – the Ireland Palestine Alliance, in response to the killing and wounding of humanitarian activists in international waters as they attempted to bring tons of medical and building supplies to the besieged people of Gaza. 
“There is an extraordinary irony in the fact that these acts of piracy and murder come within weeks of international governments, including Ireland, accepting Israel to the OECD despite conditions of entry including compliance and commitment to human rights.”

“We further urge the Irish government to ensure the Irish boat of the flotilla, the Rachel Corrie, has a safe unhindered passage as it proceeds on its journey to challenge the illegal Israeli blockade of Gaza.  The international community must not be intimidated by the actions of the Israeli state.  The people of Gaza have been forced to live in inhumane conditions for over three years and subjected to the worst of Israeli aggression – the symbolic act of these boats in breaking the illegal blockade is hugely important to the people of Gaza.”
“We urge people to join the protests which are taking place in Dublin today.  It is important that the Irish government is aware of the strength of feeling of the Irish population in response to this attack.” 
ENDS

For further information, contact Marie@sadaka.ie
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